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question for you, my dear Lord, is, will you disappoint them?' Lord 
Beaeonsfield put his glass in his eye, fixed his gaze on Lord Odo, and then 
said, ' There is much force in what you say. I will consider the point' 
And next day he opened the proceedings in English." 

The latter story is so good that perhaps you may care to reproduce it in 
The North American Review. E. Watson, 

Former Colonial Secretary of Newfoundland. 

St. John's, Newfoundland. 



MEXICANS AND INDIANS 

Sir, — The writer rejoices that in your interesting July number the 
article entitled " The Real Mexican Problem " is followed by " The 
Changed American." The latter explains the former; otherwise it would 
seem impossible that you could have found a professor of history in 
an American university apparently subscribing to such sentiments as 
these : 

" We may possess ourselves of the soil of Mexico and of all that apper- 
tains thereto by virtue of the selfsame logic and the identical legal and 
ethical considerations which always justified to our fathers' consciences 
their dispossession of the red man in that part of North America called the 
United States, the home of Liberty, of Freedom, of Justice — for white 
men. . . . Indians have no rights which white men are bound to recog- 
nize. . . ." 

The author several times contradicts himself, as, for example, on page 47, 
when he says : " The white men invaded North America " ; and in the next 
paragraph declares: "Indians cannot be conquered nor can their territory 
be invaded." 

In his characterizations of our history he is undoubtedly correct, but as- 
suredly he errs in thinking the Mexicans of to-day no better than our own 
savage nomad tribes. Apparently he has not read Prescott or visited the 
modern city of Mexico, where he would find a national opera-house superior 
to anything of the kind we have in the United States. The Spanish colo- 
nizers are known in history as "conquerors" (conquistadores) , and Cortes 
captured the city of Mexico one hundred years before Captain John Smith 
landed in Virginia or the Pilgrim Fathers at Plymouth Rock. The Mexican 
Indians were not nomads like our own, but the Aztecs disputed with the 
Incas the place of supremacy in civilization in the New World. They lived 
in permanent cities, built of stone or brick and adobe, possessed a calendar 
with approximately correct divisions of time, and their canals and other pub- 
lic works surprised the Spaniards by the knowledge of engineering dis- 
played in their construction. 

Our own Indians have never been converted to Christianity. The Mexican 
Indians, with the exception of one or two isolated tribes, when not cor- 
rupted by unprincipled leaders, are and have been for four centuries good, 
docile, and industrious Catholics. Even in the recent revolution they were 
no more savage than the participants in the late Balkan wars. 

It is not true, as the author intimates, that Indians are the owners of the 
Mexican soil. The landlords, comprising about twenty-five per cent, of the 
entire population, are as Caucasian as we in the United States and are an 
educated and refined class, many of them poets, painters, and musicians of 
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no mean order. Indeed, the fine arts are practised in Mexico to a greater 
relative degree than in our own country. 

How absurd then are such comparisons! 

The author's logic would seem to be that of Captain Kidd. In the words 
of " The Changed American " above referred to — " our neighbor has prop- 
erty. Why not take it from him — under the forms of law, of course, but 
still so as to convert bis property to our own use?" 

H. R. L. 

Bogota, Colombia. 

APPRECIATION 

Sir, — I have been an admiring reader of The North American Review 
ever since Colonel Harvey left Harper's Weekly and became its editor. It 
was the taste I got of the Colonel's quality in the Weekly that led me to fol- 
low him to The Review. 

The October number of The North American Review is superior to any 
magazine I ever saw. The first article, the one by the editor appealing for 
the support of the President, is one of the finest essays I have ever read. 
I wanted a friend to read it, so I marked it; when I finished the magazine 
I found I had marked every article save one, and that I hadn't read. 

After reading the editor's article I said to myself, Macaulay, Thackeray, 
Symonds, Goldwin Smith, Walter Pater sit closer, here is one worthy of a 
seat on your throne. 

I didn't know till now that my old friend The North American Review 
was a centenarian. I must congratulate her on her robust health and youth- 
ful appearance. 

John L. Lank, M.D. 

MONONGAHELA, Pa. 



Sir, — Between the " Horrors of Peace " and the " Horrors of War " it is 
hard to choose a place to live. 
And this is Armageddon! It does look some like it indeed. 

" Since upon night so sweet, 
Such awful moan could rise." 

But for forty years the Kaiser overcame the forces of inertia and kept 
down the dogs of war. 

You put news and knowledge all together so skilfully that your thirty- 
five-cent magazine is worth as much as a one-dollar-and-a-half book. 

James F. Mallinckbodt. 

St. Louis, Mo. 



Sib, — I want to express to you the great satisfaction I derived from your 
most admirable article, "Uphold the President." While greatly admiring 
President Wilson and his administration for the most part, I heartily agree 
with the criticism you make in regard to the extravagance of the Demo- 
cratic party, which is such a gross violation of its solemn promise to the 
electors. 

It seems to me that one of the gravest dangers and tendencies of the 



